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1 


DEPOSITION OF OFFICER FILIBERTO GARCIA 

2 

3 


June 11, 2019 

4 


OFFICER FILIBERTO GARCIA, 

5 

6 

having been first duly sworn, testified as follows: 

7 


EXAMINATION 

8 

BY MR. 

NWABUZOR: 

9 

Q 

All right. Good afternoon. Officer — 

10 

A 

Good afternoon, sir. 

11 

Q 

— Filiberto Garcia. 

12 

A 

Yes . 

13 

Q 

Okay. My name is Emmanuel Nwabuzor. I don't 

14 

think 

we've met before. 

15 

A 

No, this is the first time. 

16 

Q 

Okay. So my office represents Holiday Liquor and 

17 

Mr. Abdul Sheriff regarding the nuisance abatement action 

18 

that has been brought by the City of Los Angeles on behalf 

19 

of the 

: People. So we are here to take your deposition 

20 

today. 

Seated to your right is your attorney for the 

21 

purpose of this deposition, Dan Aguilera. So he's going 

22 

to be 

representing you in your official capacity, and he's 

23 

going 

to ensure that your rights are protected — 

24 

A 

Okay. 

25 

Q 

— by making all the objections if need be, and 
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1 

advising you if need be. So if I'm talking or asking you 

2 

any questions, and he raises any objections just allow us 

3 

to finish before you make your response. Okay? 

4 

A Yes, sir. 

5 

Q Now, there to Mr. Aguilera's right is 

6 

Drew Robertson, a good friend of mine, I wish. I'm 

7 

kidding, but she's cool, but Drew represents the City of 

8 

Los Angeles on behalf of the People, so she's also going 

9 

to be making some interjections as the need arises. Okay? 

10 

MS. ROBERTSON: I'll just clarify that I 

11 

represent the People of the State of California — 

12 

MR. NWABUZOR: I'm sorry. 

13 

MS. ROBERTSON: — and not the City of the 

14 

Los Angeles. 

15 

MR. NWABUZOR: Yes, sorry. The People of the 

16 

State of California, point corrected. 

17 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

18 

Q I'm going to ask you this question. Have you 

19 

ever had your deposition taken before? 

20 

A Uh-uh. 

21 

MR. AGUILERA: Is that a no? 

22 

THE WITNESS: Yes, no. Sorry. 

23 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

24 

Q Okay. Have you ever testified in court before? 

25 

A Yes. 
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1 Q Okay. So this is going to be a fun thing for 

2 you. Now, a deposition is a procedure that is authorized 

3 by the court for people who are involved in lawsuits to 

4 obtain information from each other or one another as the 

5 case may be. So for today I'm going to be asking you 

6 questions based on your work regarding the case that was 

7 brought against Holiday Liquor and the owner. 

8 I'll be asking you the questions. You'll be 

9 providing me the responses. We want your responses to be 

10 verbal. You have to verbalize it. So your attorney just 

11 pointed something out to you. You cannot say "uh-huh" or 

12 "uh-uh." You cannot nod your head. You cannot move your 

13 shoulder, because those are considered non — 

14 A Verbal — 

15 Q — nonverbal responses. And also from time to 

16 time, I may be asking you questions where you may be 

17 required to give me estimates, like distances and time. 

18 What we don't want you to do is to give a guess, but we're 

19 entitled to your best estimate. Do you know the 

20 difference between a guess and an estimate? 

21 A Yes. 

22 Q Okay. Also we want your testimony to be based on 

23 your best information or knowledge as much as you can. 

24 Okay? 

25 A Yes. 
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1 Q When the deposition is concluded, the beautiful 

2 lady to your left is going to prepare a transcript, and 

3 the transcript is going to be in the booklet form, and it 

4 will read like a play: Question, answer, occasional 

5 interjection of objections. And at that time, you have 

6 the opportunity to review it. It is going to be another 

7 reflection of what you said here today; however, if in the 

8 course of your review, you discover something that did not 

9 come out right, maybe you wanted to say, "yes" and it 

10 comes out as "no," or any other changes that you feel that 

11 was not an actual reflection of what you wanted to say, 

12 you may make a correction; however, I have to warn you, 

13 that we are entitled to your best testimony today, so you 

14 should try as much as possible to give us your best 

15 testimony. 

16 The reason for that is that if you testify today 

17 to something we consider material. For instance, you 

18 change "yes" to a "no" subsequently, we may say, oh, you 

19 know what, maybe if we were before a judge or jury that, 

20 you know. Officer Garcia was there. He was given 

21 admonition. He had opportunity to give the best 

22 testimony. He decided to change his testimony and that 

23 may prove embarrassing to you. So we're entitled to your 

24 best testimony today. 

25 Do you understand that? 
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1 A Yes, sir. 

2 Q Okay. And if you need to consult with your 

3 attorney at any time, you are free to do so; however, you 

4 should answer any question I have that is pending before 

5 consulting with your attorney. Okay? 

6 A Yes. 

7 Q Also, I suppose this is going to be a short 

8 deposition. However, if at any time you want to take a 

9 break and if you want to use the bathroom or you want to 

10 stretch your leg or anything just indicate so to your 

11 attorney, and he will let me know, and then you are more 

12 than entitled to do that. Okay? 

13 A Yes, sir. 

14 Q Okay. Before we proceed, do you have any 

15 questions? 

16 A No. 

17 Q Okay. 

18 A No, questions. 

19 Q All right. In preparation for your deposition 

20 today, did you review any documents? 

21 A I read my statement, but I don't — I just to the 

22 best of my knowledge. I didn't memorize it, but I did 

23 review it. 

24 Q Okay. And to your testimony — I'm going to hand 

25 you a document, and this document is captioned Declaration 
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1 

of LAPD Officer Filiberto Garcia in support of motion for 

2 

summary judgment or, in the alternative, summary 

3 

adjudication. I want you to take a look and just indicate 

4 

whether this is the same document that you reviewed. 

5 

Okay? 

6 

A Yes. Can I look at it now? 

7 

Q Yes. 

8 

MS. ROBERTSON: While he's doing that. I'll just 

9 

restate our ongoing stipulation that to the extent 

10 

Mr. Aguilera objects to the form of a question, the People 

11 

will join in that form objection. 

12 

MR. NWABUZOR: That's fine. 

13 

MS. ROBERTSON: Thank you. 

14 

THE WITNESS: That is the correct document. 

15 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

16 

Q Okay. And if I may ask you, if you look at 

17 

page 12 of the document, is that your signature? 

18 

A Yes, that is my signature. 

19 

Q Okay. And you understand that that signature is 

20 

pursuant to your declaration under penalty of perjury? 

21 

A Yes. 

22 

Q And you understand the implication? 

23 

A Yes. 

24 

Q Okay. Thank you. 

25 

MR. NWABUZOR: So as we did before, we are going 
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1 

to have 

this marked as Exhibit 1 and attached to the depo 

2 

transcript, okay. 

3 


(Whereupon, Exhibit No. 1 was marked for 

4 

identification.) 

5 

BY MR. 

NWABUZOR: 

6 

Q 

Officer Garcia, in addition to this document, did 

7 

you review any other document in preparation for your 

8 

deposition today? 

9 

A 

Just my declaration. 

10 

Q 

Okay. Did you review any police report? 

11 

A 

I haven't reviewed. I've looked at them, but I 

12 

didn't 

review them today. 

13 

Q 

When was the last time you looked at them? 

14 

A 

Maybe about a week ago. 

15 

Q 

Okay. Was that in preparation for this depo? 

16 

A 

No, just to review to — for my declaration and 

17 

make sure certain — certain things were accurate in it. 

18 

Q 

Okay. That was because of the subpoena — 

19 

A 

Yeah, the subpoena, correct. 

20 

Q 

— for you to come here? 

21 


Okay. So another thing is either we don't want 

22 

the court reporter to be mad, you know. We don’t want to 

23 

talk over each other, so just wait for me to finish my 

24 

questions and then you can talk, and I’ll also extend the 

25 

s ame — 
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1 

A 

Yes . 


2 

Q 

— respect to you. Okay? 


3 

A 

Yes . 


4 

Q 

Thank you. And aside from you having 


5 

consultation with Mr. Aguilera, your attorney, did you 

6 

have any 

discussion with any other person in preparation 

7 

for your 

deposition today? 


8 

A 

Other than him giving me my deposition 

and giving 

9 

me the subpoena that you issued. 


10 

Q 

Okay. Did you discuss any other — with any 

11 

other officer in your department in preparation 

for your 

12 

deposition today? 


13 

A 

No. 


14 

Q 

So did you have any discussion with the 

; following 

15 

officer. 

Ana Maria Mejia? 


16 

A 

No. 


17 

Q 

Jedd Levin? 


18 

A 

No. 


19 

Q 

And Brent Williams? 


20 

A 

No. 


21 

Q 

But do you know these individuals? 


22 

A 

Yes. 


23 

Q 

Okay. And did you have any discussion 

too with 

24 

the office of the City Attorneys regarding this 

particular 

25 

deposition today? 
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1 

A With other — 

2 

Q No, office of the City Attorney? 

3 

A No. 

4 

Q Okay. Have you ever had any discussion with the 

5 

office of the city attorney regarding your investigative 

6 

work on this case? 

7 

A No. 

8 

MS. ROBERTSON: Objection. Vague. I move to 

9 

strike the answer. 

10 

MR. AGUILERA: Could we get the question and 

11 

answer read back, please. 

12 

(Whereupon, the record was read.) 

13 

MR. AGUILERA: So do you understand? 

14 

THE WITNESS: It says officer. It was — it was 

15 

just — 

16 

MR. AGUILERA: Well, I think he meant office. 

17 

THE WITNESS: Office, oh. I understood officer 

18 

so. . . 

19 

MR. AGUILERA: Does that change your answer? 

20 

THE WITNESS: Yes. 

21 

MR. AGUILERA: Okay. 

22 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

23 

Q So have you had any discussion with anyone with 

24 

the office of the City Attorney's Office regarding this 

25 

abatement action? 
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1 

A 

Yes. 

2 

Q 

Okay. Who have you had any discussions with? 

3 

A 

Drew Robertson. 

4 

Q 

Okay. And when was the last conversation you had 

5 

with her? 

6 

A 

During my — when I signed my — my declaration. 

7 

Q 

So that was when they prepared the declaration 

8 

and — 


9 

A 

And — 

10 

Q 

— then you signed? 

11 

A 

Yes. And to notify her that I got a subpoena. 

12 

Q 

Okay. And did you have discussion with her 

13 

regarding your preparation for this deposition? 

14 

A 

Just my attorney. 

15 

Q 

Okay. Fair enough. Have you ever — I think 

16 

I've asked you that question before. You've never been 

17 

deposed 

in court — I mean, with respect to a court 

18 

proceeding before? 

19 

A 

No, I've never taken a deposition. 

20 

Q 

Okay. Have you ever testified in court? 

21 

A 

Testified? 

22 

Q 

Yes? 

23 

A 

Yes. 

24 

Q 

On how many occasions? 

25 

A 

Oh, a lot. I've been on the job 9 years. 


HINES REPORTERS 


14 




The People of the State of CA vs. Freetown Holdings Company Deposition of Officer Filiberto Garcia 


1 Q Okay. Can you give us an estimate as to the 

2 number of times you've testified in court? 

3 A I would say over 25. 

4 Q And the testimony you've given in court, have 

5 they been primarily in criminal cases? 

6 A Yes. 

7 Q Have you ever testified in a civil case? 

8 A No. 

9 Q And I show here that you've been employed as an 

10 LAPD officer since April of 2010; correct? 

11 A Yes. 

12 Q And currently you hold your rank of 

13 Police officer III; right? 

14 A Yes. 

15 Q And you've been a gang officer for more than 

16 three years since November of 2015; correct? 

17 A Yes. 

18 Q And you're very familiar with gangsters and gang 

19 activity based on your training and experience and 

20 investigation; correct? 

21 A That is correct. 

22 Q Would you consider yourself an expert in the 

23 field of gang and gang activities? 

24 A Yes. 

25 Q Have you been qualified in court to testify as a 
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1 

gang expert? 

2 

A 

Yes . 

3 

Q 

Aside from being qualified as a gang expert, have 

4 

you been 

qualified in court to testify as an expert in any 

5 

other field of police investigative work? 

6 

A 

Yes . 

7 

Q 

Okay. In what other field? 

8 

A 

Social media. 

9 

Q 

Any other field? 

10 

A 

Other than social media, and that's it — and 

11 

gangs. 


12 

Q 

In the course of your police work, you've gone 

13 

through 

several trainings; correct? 

14 

A 

Because of my police work, I've gone through — 

15 

Q 

Yeah, in a course — in the course of your police 

16 

work you 

've gone through several trainings; correct? 

17 

A 

I have. 

18 

Q 

Okay. And you're very familiar with the 

19 

West Boulevard Crips criminal street gang; correct? 

20 

A 

Yes . 

21 

Q 

And you're very conversant with their history; 

22 

correct? 


23 

A 

Yes . 

24 

Q 

According to your testimony, the West Boulevard 

25 

Crips gang has been in existence since the 1970s; correct? 
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1 A Yes, around, it's not — 

2 Q Around, yes. Is it fair to say that that is 

3 before you were born? 

4 A Yes. 

5 Q Okay. And you're also familiar with the various 

6 splinter groups from the original West Crip gang — street 

7 gang members; correct? 

8 A Which splinter groups? 

9 Q For instance, we know of the Marvin Gang Crips, 

10 Geer Street Gang Crips? 

11 A Yes. 

12 Q Okay. 

13 MR. AGUILERA: All right. I'm not sure — your 

14 response to the last question, were you agreeing that 

15 they're splinter groups? 

16 THE WITNESS: No, they're other gangs. 

17 MR. NWABUZOR: Okay. Because I thought the 

18 question was that they're splinter groups. 

19 MR. NWABUZOR: Okay, that was what I thought. 

20 BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

21 Q So are these other groups that we mentioned, the 

22 Marvin Gangster Crips and Geer Street Gangster Crips are 

23 they different gang members? 

24 A They're — they're each their own separate gang. 

25 Q And according to your testimony. West Boulevard 
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1 

Gang Crips have approximately 150 members? 

2 

A Approximately. 

3 

Q And what area are you assigned to work currently? 

4 

A I'm assigned to work — area or gang? 

5 

Q Well, let's talk about the geographical location 

6 

where you're assigned to work. 

7 

A I'm assigned to work southwest area. 

8 

Q And are you assigned to any particular gang group 

9 

or members at the moment? 

10 

A Just I'm assigned to two gangs. 

11 

Q And what are those gangs? 

12 

A West Boulevard and 18th Street. 

13 

Q And is your testimony that the West Boulevard 

14 

territory covers south of Los Angeles spanning La Brea to 

15 

the west, Crenshaw Boulevard to the east, the 10 Freeway 

16 

to the north, and Exposition Boulevard to the south; 

17 

correct? 

18 

A Yes. 

19 

Q And according to your testimony. Holiday Liquor 

20 

is located in the northwest portion of the territory. 

21 

which you have described in paragraph 11 ? 

22 

A Yes. 

23 

Q Okay. Of your declaration; correct? 

24 

A Yes. 

25 

Q Okay. And is it your testimony that gangs cannot 
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1 

and do not maintain presence on every property within 

2 

their territory? 

3 

A Well it can — 

4 

MR. AGUILERA: Objection. Vague. You can 

5 

answer. 

6 

THE WITNESS: Can you repeat the question again? 

7 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

8 

Q I said is it your opinion — 

9 

A Yes. 

10 

Q — that gangs cannot and do not maintain a 

11 

presence on every property within their territory? 

12 

A Yeah, they don't maintain on every property. 

13 

Q Are there some properties that are attractive to 

14 

gang presence? 

15 

A Say that again, sir. 

16 

Q Are there properties that are attractive to gang 

17 

presence? 

18 

A Yes. 

19 

Q Okay. What type of properties are attractive to 

20 

gang presence? 

21 

A From my training and experience, weed shops. 

22 

smoke shops that sell tobacco products, liquor stores. 

23 

parks, city parks, and sometimes residence, which are like 

24 

gang locations that could be of an affluent gang member 

25 

that they hang out at a residence. Gas stations, and 
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1 

sometimes just in general, they like a — like a market — 

2 

like, you know, like business squares, sometimes they take 

3 

over those. 

4 

Q How do they take over all these type of 

5 

businesses based on your training and experience? 

6 

A Well, the way they establish dominance in those 

7 

types of businesses is by hanging out frequently, at times 

8 

hanging while — having a presence there with either one 

9 

gang member or more. They also establish their presence 

10 

there by graffiti, gang graffiti. 

11 

Another way they establish their stronghold there 

12 

is by committing crimes in that location, that — that way 

13 

it instills fear within the community either to go there 

14 

or not go there, and that's one other way, and by narcotic 

15 

sales. 

16 

Q And when they commit crimes in order to scare 

17 

people, who typically are they sending messages to? Is it 

18 

the residents of the area or other gang members? 

19 

MR. AGUILERA: Objection. Calls for speculation. 

20 

but you can answer it. 

21 

THE WITNESS: Can you repeat the question, sir. 

22 

(Whereupon, the record is read.) 

23 

THE WITNESS: It's both, residents and gang 

24 

members. 

25 

// 
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1 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

2 

Q In the course of your investigation — strike 

3 

that. How long have you investigated Holiday Liquor 

4 

store? 

5 

MS. ROBERTSON: Objection. Vague. 

6 

MR. AGUILERA: You can answer. 

7 

THE WITNESS: I haven't been investigating the 

8 

Holiday Liquor. My job is to patrol the area and 

9 

investigate gang crime; not to investigate the 

10 

Holiday Liquor. 

11 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

12 

Q How long have you been patrolling the area and 

13 

investigating gang crimes around Holiday Liquor? 

14 

A Since I've been assigned to West Boulevards. 

15 

Q Okay. And how long is that? 

16 

A That was April of 2017, around that time frame. 

17 

around. 

18 

Q In the course of your patrol and investigation of 

19 

gang activities in the area, have you noticed any graffiti 

20 

inscribed on Holiday Liquor? 

21 

A That I can recall to my best knowledge, I can't 

22 

recall. 

23 

Q Okay. And next to Holiday Liquor is a church; 

24 

correct? On the west side of Holiday Liquor? 

25 

A On the west — on Longwood, yes. 
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1 

Q Okay. Have you noticed any graffiti inscribed on 

2 

the property of the church? 

3 

A That I can recall, no, I don't. 

4 

Q Okay. And then east of Holiday Liquor 

5 

immediately adjacent is a residential building, that will 

6 

be before the West View — View Boulevard? 

7 

A There's a residential there? 

8 

Q There's a building there? 

9 

A A what? A building? 

10 

Q A building, yeah. 

11 

A From I — what I remember from my best 

12 

recollection, I believe there's like a business, like, a 

13 

hair business or something right adjacent. So there's the 

14 

Holiday Liquor, a driveway, and then right next to it is. 

15 

like, some type of, like, small business — 

16 

Q Okay. 

17 

A — that I've personally seen unless they're 

18 

living there. 

19 

Q Okay. I will go with your own observation. With 

20 

respect to this particular business, have you noticed any 

21 

graffiti there? 

22 

A That I can recall, no. 

23 

Q Now, correct me if I'm wrong on this, right, is 

24 

it true that for a commercial property in order to deter 

25 

the activities of gang members, right, the following would 
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1 

be helpful: Vigilant property owner management; correct? 

2 

MR. AGUILERA: Objection. Calls for speculation. 

3 

but you can answer. 

4 

THE WITNESS: So in order for commercial — 

5 

sorry, I'm trying to repeat, kind of, what you're saying. 

6 

In order for a commercial property to deter gang activity 

7 

or gang crime? 

8 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

9 

Q Correct. 

10 

A The following has to be done, right? When was 

11 

the — what were going to say? 

12 

Q I said vigilant property owner management — 

13 

vigilant. 

14 

A Like a property owner or — yes. 

15 

Q Okay. Good, and security guards? 

16 

A Guards or cards? 

17 

Q No, guards? 

18 

A Guards, yes. 

19 

Q Physical features like fencing with access 

20 

control? 

21 

MR. AGUILERA: Objection. Vague, but you can 

22 

answer. 

23 

THE WITNESS: Yes, that would help. 

24 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

25 

Q Surveillance cameras? 
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1 

A Yes . 

2 

Q With respect to the Holiday Liquor, specifically 

3 

speaking, do you have any opinion as to whether or not the 

4 

ownership and management have been vigilant? 

5 

MR. AGUILERA: Objection. Vague, but you can 

6 

answer. 

7 

THE WITNESS: From what I can — have they 

8 

been — who's been vigilant? The security guards or the 

9 

owner? 

10 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

11 

Q The owner. 

12 

A The owner? 

13 

Q Yes. 

14 

A The owner is there, and when he's there, he has 

15 

been vigilant, but as respect the owner is not there all 

16 

the time. 

17 

Q How about the employees, to your knowledge? 

18 

MR. AGUILERA: Objection. Calls for 

19 

speculation — 

20 

THE WITNESS: Who — 

21 

MR. AGUILERA: — but you can answer. 

22 

MS. ROBERTSON: I'm going to also object as vague 

23 

as to what vigilant means. 

24 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

25 

Q So with respect to the employees based on your 
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1 investigation of the area including the crime that you 

2 narrated in your declaration, to your knowledge, have the 

3 employees of Holiday Liquor been vigilant? 

4 A No. 

5 MS. ROBERTSON: Same objection. 

6 BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

7 Q And why do you say they've not been vigilant? 

8 A Because the only person I've been in 

9 communication with was the owner. The security guards are 

10 there facilitating the gang members, at least to my 

11 knowledge. 

12 Q Okay. Aside from the owner and the 

13 security guard that you have observed, have you been in 

14 contact with any other employee of Holiday Liquor in the 

15 course of the investigation of the crimes that are called 

16 in the area? 

17 A Most of the time, my communication is with the 

18 owner. 

19 Q Okay. And then you have testified that the 

20 security guard is not vigilant, but rather facilitate the 

21 gang activities there? 

22 A Well, can I ask you a question? So during my 

23 course of my investigation, a security guard was not 

24 always there. It wasn't until after the fact that there 

25 was stipulations for him to be there. Before it was just 
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1 a guy — a muscle guy with no security shirt just hanging 

2 out there deterring, so after he was imposed to have a 

3 security guard, with a T-shirt on that was visibly 

4 present, those are the security guards. The other guys 

5 that — were not security guards. 

6 Q Okay. 

7 A And I don't know if they are employees or how he 

8 was paying them, but those were the alleged security 

9 guards at the time when my investigation was going on. 

10 Q And those are the ones that you were referring to 

11 as not being vigilant; correct? 

12 MR. AGUILERA: Objection. Misstates testimony, 

13 but you can answer. 

14 THE WITNESS: What's that? 

15 BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

16 Q Would the unarmed — I mean, the security guards 

17 that were not in uniform, were they the same security 

18 guards you were referring to as not being vigilant? 

19 A Yes. 

20 Q Okay. And then you said since the owner was 

21 imposed upon to hire security guards, that their security 

22 guard is not uniform; correct? 

23 A One of them is. The other one is not in 

24 compliance. 

25 Q Okay. So with respect to the one that is in 
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1 

uniform, have you had any personal interaction with him? 

2 

A 

One of them, yes. 


3 

Q 

Okay. Do you remember what his name 

is? 

4 

A 

I do not, not off the top of my head 


5 

Q 

Okay. Do you know whether or not he 

is a retired 

6 

peace 

officer? 


7 

A 

Who? 


8 

Q 

The one you interacted with? 


9 

A 

Which one? 


10 

Q 

The one that is in uniform that you 

say is in 

11 

compliance? 


12 

A 

So let's just stop really quick. !'■ 

ve had 

13 

interactions with two. 


14 

Q 

Okay. 


15 

A 

So I've had one that was in an all black uniform. 

16 

and there's one in a blue uniform. 


17 

Q 

Okay. Let's start with the one with 

— in all 

18 

black 

uniform. Do you know his name? 


19 

A 

I don't — not — I don't recall his 

name off the 

20 

top of 

: my head. My interactions have been very minimal 

21 

with him. 


22 

Q 

Okay. Describing him, is he African 

American, 

23 

Asian 

American, Latino or white? 


24 

A 

He's African American. 


25 

Q 

Okay. And do you know based on your 

interaction 
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1 

with him, limited interaction whether he's a retired 

2 

peace officer? 

3 

A I believe he is. 

4 

Q Okay. And then the second one, I believe that is 

5 

the one in black uniform; correct? 

6 

A No, in blue uniform. 

7 

Q Oh, blue inform, okay. I'm getting tired. 

8 

A No, it's okay. 

9 

Q The one in blue uniform, okay. What nationality 

10 

is that? 

11 

A African American. 

12 

Q Okay. And have you had any interactions with 

13 

him? 

14 

A Yes. 

15 

Q Okay. And do you know what his name is? 

16 

A I can't recall off the top of my head. 

17 

Q Okay. Was the interaction with him good? 

18 

A No. 

19 

Q Okay. And do you know whether he's a retired 

20 

peace officer? 

21 

A No, I — that I know of, no, I don't think so. 

22 

Q Okay. And has he been helpful in terms of the 

23 

vigilance that is required at his store, to your 

24 

knowledge? 

25 

MS. ROBERTSON: Objection. Vague. 
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1 

THE WITNESS: Can you repeat the question? 

2 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

3 

Q The second officer, the one in blue uniform, the 

4 

African American that you stated you've not had good 

5 

interaction with him; correct? 

6 

A Yes. 

7 

Q Okay. To your knowledge, has he been helpful as 

8 

far as the security guard activities that are concerned at 

9 

his store? 

10 

MS. ROBERTSON: Vague. 

11 

THE WITNESS: I got — 

12 

MR. AGUILERA: Objection. Calls for speculation. 

13 

Go ahead. 

14 

THE WITNESS: I don't understand what he's trying 

15 

to — what he's asking me. 

16 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

17 

Q Okay. Good. You don't answer, you know, we 

18 

don't want you to answer — 

19 

A Yeah. 

20 

Q — what you don't understand. 

21 

A Okay. 

22 

Q What I want to know is this: Based on your 

23 

observation and your experience, you know, has the second 

24 

police officer in blue uniform been helpful towards 

25 

warding off gang activities around his store? 
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1 


MR. AGUILERA: Objection. Calls for speculation. 

2 

but you 

can answer. 

3 


MS. ROBERTSON: Objection — 

4 


THE REPORTER: What was — 

5 


MS. ROBERTSON: Sorry. Objection. Vague. I 

6 

think you said police officer, but you meant security 

7 

officer. 


8 


MR. NWABUZOR: No — 

9 


THE WITNESS: Yeah, that's why I'm, like, a 

10 

little confused now so... 

11 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

12 

Q 

Okay. Sir, I don't want you to be confused. 

13 

please. 


14 

A 

Yeah. 

15 

Q 

Okay. Now, I'm referring to the second officer. 

16 

security 

guard? 

17 

A 

The one in the blue uniform. 

18 

Q 

In the blue, yes. 

19 

A 

The charger, and then has a blue Charger. 

20 

Q 

Okay. He has a — I don't know. 

21 

A 

Okay. 

22 

Q 

Okay. So have you observed him during the time 

23 

he's working at the store? 

24 

A 

Have I observed him? 

25 

Q 

Yes . 
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1 

A I don't see him outside. My — I don't walk into 

2 

the liquor store, so I don't see him outside, and I've 

3 

never seen him outside. 

4 

Q Okay. Have you seen the other officer outside — 

5 

A The first one? 

6 

Q The one in black — yes. 

7 

A In black? 

8 

Q Yes. 

9 

A Every once in a while, yes. 

10 

Q Okay. And when you saw him, was he helpful as a 

11 

security guard to ward off nuisance activities in the 

12 

area? 

13 

A I can't — 

14 

MR. AGUILERA: Object — hold on. Objection. 

15 

Calls for speculation. 

16 

MS. ROBERTSON: Object — I was just going to say 

17 

vague. 

18 

MR. AGUILERA: Okay. You can answer. 

19 

THE WITNESS: I don't know if he has. He was 

20 

standing outside. I mean, gang activity happens when it 

21 

happens. It's not, you know, just because he's standing 

22 

outside, doesn't mean that he's deterring gang activity. 

23 

A security guard — believe it or not, security 

24 

guards, gang members will, you know, walk past a security 

25 

guard, and it's not a big deal to them. So as far as him 
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1 deterring, I don't know, he stands outside, so at the time 

2 when I'm passing by, I mean, it's very vague to tell — or 

3 for me to answer, he's preventing gang crime when he's 

4 just standing out there for that quick minute that I see 

5 him. 

6 BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

7 Q Okay. What would you expect a security guard to 

8 do to help with deterring gang activities at the 

9 commercial premises? 

10 MR. AGUILERA: Objection. Vague, but you can 

11 answer. 

12 THE WITNESS: How — what can they what? 

13 BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

14 Q What would you expect a security guard to do? 

15 A You — if they're committing or loitering in the 

16 area, which gang members like to do, you ask them to 

17 leave, but half the time they don't leave. 

18 Q Okay. So in the event of this situation where 

19 the security guard asks them to leave, and they refuse to 

20 leave, what should the security guard do? 

21 A What's that? 

22 Q What should the security guard do? 

23 A Notify law enforcement. 

24 Q Okay. And during the course of your 

25 investigation since you've noticed the presence of these 
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1 two security guards there, have you witnessed a situation 

2 where there were people loitering in front of the store in 

3 the presence of a security guard? 

4 MS. ROBERTSON: Objection. Vague. Compound. 

5 THE WITNESS: Okay. So what security guards are 

6 we talking about? 

7 BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

8 Q Okay. Let's talk about — 

9 A Because you remember we — 

10 Q — the black one. 

11 A — have different security guards here because 

12 you're saying in the course of my investigation. So I 

13 will answer the question. In my course of investigation, 

14 when Mr. Sheriff had the security guard with no shirt 

15 on — with no security shirt on that he deemed his 

16 security guard, yes, that individual would hang out with 

17 other gang members at the location. 

18 BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

19 Q Okay. 

20 A You know, I've even stopped him with other gang 

21 members at the location. He had two at the time, so yes 

22 we've hang — they've been hanging out outside like it's 

23 okay to hang out and — and visible in front of the 

24 public, not just inside, but outside as well and because 

25 of that, you know, it create — it makes the gangsters 
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1 

feel comfortable to hang out when they're able to hang out 

2 

with the security guard since I've — the ones with the 

3 

shirts, I have not, but yes, with his first set of 

4 

security guards, which I believe one of them is still 

5 

there, yes. 

6 

Q Okay. Now, based on your observation of 

7 

Holiday Liquor store in the course of your 

8 

investigation — 

9 

A Yes. 

10 

Q — is it feasible to fence the access to the 

11 

store? 

12 

MR. AGUILERA: Objection. Vague. You can answer 

13 

if you understand. 

14 

THE WITNESS: Fence by — what do you mean by 

15 

fence? 

16 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

17 

Q Put a fence, so that someone would have to go 

18 

through a fence in order to enter the store? 

19 

MS. ROBERTSON: Objection. Vague. And perhaps 

20 

an incomplete hypothetical. 

21 

MR. AGUILERA: Joined. Go ahead. You can answer 

22 

if you understand. 

23 

THE WITNESS: Fencing by like putting a fence? 

24 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

25 

Q Yes. 
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1 

A 

Businesses don't put fences. 

2 

Q 

Okay. You've answered the question. And then do 

3 

you know 

if Holiday Liquor has surveillance cameras? 

4 

A 

Yes . 

5 

Q 

Have you had access to the surveillance camera? 

6 

A 

Yes . 

7 

Q 

Okay. Have you ever been denied access to the 

8 

surveillance cameras? 

9 

A 

No. 

10 

Q 

Have you received cooperation from the employees 

11 

when you 

wanted access to the surveillance cameras? 

12 

A 

Employees? 

13 

Q 

Yeah, of — I mean, by employees, owners. 

14 

management of Holiday Liquor? 

15 

A 

Only one, and that's the owner. 

16 

Q 

Okay. And do you know if this church that is 

17 

next to 

Holiday Liquor has surveillance camera? 

18 

A 

Not that I know of. 

19 

Q 

Okay. In the declaration you've signed for the 

20 

City Attorney's Office, you had stated that Holiday Liquor 

21 

was the 

only store that you knew about which was open 

22 

until 2: 

00 a.m.; correct? 

23 

A 

Yes . 

24 

Q 

Okay. Do you know whether this has remained the 

25 

case from January 2019 to the present? 
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1 

A Can you ask — ask me the question again? Sorry. 

2 

Q Do you know whether Holiday Liquor is still open 

3 

until 2:00 a.m. starting January 2019 until present? 

4 

A I — I've seen it closed early. 

5 

Q And do you also have mobile access to the 

6 

surveillance cameras at Holiday Liquor? 

7 

A I do. 

8 

Q Okay. Have you ever been denied access to the 

9 

mobile access to the camera? 

10 

A No. 

11 

Q Okay. You had stated that there is ample parking 

12 

at Holiday Liquor. What are you referring to? 

13 

MR. AGUILERA: Objection. Vague, but you can 

14 

answer. 

15 

THE WITNESS: Ample parking. 

16 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

17 

Q Yeah. And you can look at your declaration. You 

18 

can actually take a look at it, paragraph 14, page 5 

19 

line 14. 

20 

A At what page again? Sorry, sir. 

21 

Q Page 5. 

22 

A Page 5. Okay. Yes. 

23 

Q So what do you mean by "ample parking"? What are 

24 

you referring to as ample parking there? 

25 

A There is basically the stretch, pretty much the 
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1 

majority of the street in front of the liquor store, the 

2 

side where the curb meets the street, there's ample 

3 

parking, meaning people can park there. 

4 

Q And that would be on the west side, it would be 

5 

the corner of Longwood and Adams; correct? 

6 

A So it would be the south side curb of Adams just 

7 

east of Longwood. 

8 

Q Okay. Up until? 

9 

A To West View. 

10 

Q Okay. Do you know who is responsible for their 

11 

location of the parking on that stretch? 

12 

MR. AGUILERA: Objection. Vague. You can answer 

13 

if you understand. 

14 

THE WITNESS: I don't understand. 

15 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

16 

Q Okay. Do you know whether it is the 

17 

responsibility of liquor store management to assign 

18 

parking on that area or is it the responsibility of the 

19 

city to assign parking on that area? 

20 

A Assign parking? 

21 

Q Yeah. I mean, to determine where the parking 

22 

should be? 

23 

MR. AGUILERA: To enforce parking? 

24 

MR. NWABUZOR: No, not enforce parking. 

25 

MR. AGUILERA: Not enforce? 
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1 MR. NWABUZOR: Yes. 

2 MR. AGUILERA: Okay. Still vague, but you can 

3 answer if you understand. 

4 THE WITNESS: I don't. I don't know what he 

5 means by assigned parking. I think only, like, parking 

6 stalls get assigned. 

7 BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

8 Q Okay. Who is responsible for designating the 

9 area where people can park on that stretch of the street? 

10 A Parking enforcement. 

11 Q Okay. And when you mean that there is ample 

12 parking in that area, are you — is it your opinion that 

13 that is also responsible for the gang activities in the 

14 area? 

15 A I believe that the — because of the parking 

16 that's there and the low lighting at the store, it allows 

17 people to feel comfortable and park there, loiter in front 

18 of there because — and the reason people are loitering 

19 there is because of the narcotics sales, because of the 

20 gang members hanging out. They feel like it's a hangout 

21 spot, so there's ample parking to facilitate, and in 

22 conjunction, you know, the security guards aren't doing 

23 anything, allowing them to loiter there. 

24 Q Okay. And is there anything that the management 

25 of the store can do to remove the parking on that stretch 
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1 

of the street? 

2 

A Yeah, they can — they can park their own 

3 

vehicles there. 

4 

Q Okay. 

5 

A They can facilitate — work with parking 

6 

enforcement to facilitate to either put red curbs there. 

7 

put better lighting. I mean, I think if it's a parking 

8 

problem as far of people loitering just hanging out there. 

9 

I would say get with parking enforcement, see if they can 

10 

put no parking signs, but it would be ultimately the 

11 

responsibility of the owner to get with the city to work 

12 

with that. 

13 

Q Have you ever made any recommendation to the City 

14 

based on your expertise working the area that that area 

15 

will be better served if they put red designation in the 

16 

area to reduce the ample parking? 

17 

A But the problem — here — here is the thing. 

18 

It's — the parking isn't the problem. It's part of the 

19 

problem. 

20 

Q No. No. I'm just — I know. I know. It's — 

21 

it's a whole lot of issues. I'm just following your own 

22 

testimony, but based on your own investigation in order to 

23 

reduce or eradicate the problems you've noted, one of 

24 

which is ample parking, have you made any such 

25 

recommendation to the City? 
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1 

A 

To the City? 

2 

Q 

Yes . 

3 

A 

To — I've asked them to put better lighting and 

4 

work with parking enforcement, and that's it to — 

5 

there' s 

nothing I can do to put red curbs or — as an 

6 

officer 

because I don't do parking enforcement and I don't 

7 

run — 


8 

Q 

Absolutely, Officer Garcia, and I totally respect 

9 

that. 

You do your duty that you are assigned. All I 

10 

wanted 

to know is have you told the City to put a better 

11 

lighting in that area? 

12 

A 

Yes . 

13 

Q 

And have you also requested the City to look into 

14 

the parking issues there to discourage people from parking 

15 

on the 

curb close to the store? 

16 

A 

Yes . 

17 

Q 

Okay. And have they made any changes to your 

18 

request 

9 

19 

A 

That I know of? Not that I know of. 

20 

Q 

Okay. Now, there is a parking lot next to 

21 

Holiday 

Liquor; correct? 

22 

A 

What's — 

23 

Q 

On the west corner by the church? 

24 

A 

Yes . 

25 

Q 

Okay. Is that parking lot open or fenced? 
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1 

A 

What do you mean by open? 

2 

Q 

Open meaning, is it an open parking lot that 

3 

anyone 

can pull into and park or is it fenced? 

4 

A 

It's fenced. 

5 

Q 

You had mentioned as part of your declaration the 

6 

video that was published to YouTube on or about 

7 

February 27, 2018, by alleged gang members; correct? 

8 

A 

Alleged? No they are gang members. 

9 

Q 

I differ to you because — 

10 

A 

They've been documented as gang members, so 

11 

they're 

not alleged. They've been documented gang 

12 

members 


13 

Q 

Okay. And I don't dispute that. Officer. The 

14 

reason 

I say alleged, it's not in my position to say — 

15 

A 

Oh. 

16 

Q 

— they are gang members — 

17 

A 

I got it. 

18 

Q 

— do you understand? 

19 

A 

I understand. 

20 

Q 

So I want to — I differ to you. And why is that 

21 

video important to your declaration? 

22 

A 

Because it's the liquor — the Holiday Liquor is 

23 

one of 

their strongholds. So a lot of these gang members. 

24 

and not 

just West Boulevards, other gangs that I've 

25 

worked. 

places that they use as a stronghold, places that 
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1 they like loitering or hanging out, will be featured in 

2 their videos. And if you can get a Rollin 30 gang member, 

3 one of their strongholds is Martin Luther King Park and 

4 King Plaza. West Boulevards, they have Vineyard park. 

5 There has been videos — that actually — I think that 

6 video or the other video not only shows the Holiday Liquor 

7 but it also shows Vineyard park, which is another 

8 stronghold and the dead end where they hang out at. 

9 Q Okay. So other than these two places that you 

10 referenced, are there other areas that were depicted in 

11 the videos you looked into by the gang members? 

12 MR. AGUILERA: Objection. Vague. Overbroad, but 

13 you can answer if you understand. 

14 THE WITNESS: From what I recall, I know one of 

15 the videos showed Vineyard park, which is one other thing, 

16 Holiday Liquor, and one of the dead end cul-de-sacs. 

17 BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

18 Q Did you mention the video showing Vineyard Park 

19 in your declaration? 

20 A It's the one — it's in the picture. It's in 

21 that video. I think that one or the other one. It's all 

22 in the same video. 

23 Q Okay. No, what I meant is I'm not talking about 

24 the video, but I'm looking at the picture here. 

25 A Yes. 
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1 

Q 

All I meant — what I'm asking you is that is 

2 

there a 

reason that you did not mention that a video also 

3 

depicts 

the park and the other area that you mentioned? 

4 

A 

Is there — 

5 


MS. ROBERTSON: Objection. Vague. Ambiguous. 

6 


MR. AGUILERA: Join. 

7 


MS. ROBERTSON: Assumes facts. 

8 


THE WITNESS: I don't — I don't understand why. 

9 

I mean 

— 

10 

BY MR. 

NWABUZOR: 

11 

Q 

Okay. You stated that the video — 

12 

A 

I — 

13 

Q 

— which you referenced — allow me to finish. 

14 

Officer 

Garcia — 

15 

A 

Uh-huh. 

16 

Q 

— did not just show Holiday Liquor. That it 

17 

shows two other places. Vineyard Park and one other place 

18 

there; 

correct? 

19 

A 

Uh-huh. 

20 

Q 

What is the name of the other place it shows? 

21 

A 

Vineyard Park. 

22 

Q 

And? 

23 

A 

It's a dead end. I don't remember the end of the 

24 

street. 

but it's a dead end where they hang out at. 

25 

Q 

Okay. But all I'm asking you is in your 


HINES REPORTERS 


43 




The People of the State of CA vs. Freetown Holdings Company Deposition of Officer Filiberto Garcia 


1 

declaration, did you mention these other two places 

2 

depicted in the video? 

3 

A I did not. 

4 

Q Okay. Is there any reason why you did not 

5 

mention those two areas? 

6 

A No, there's no reason. 

7 

Q Okay. And with respect to the video that we 

8 

talked about, is there — do you have any evidence that 

9 

the video was shot with the authorization of the owners of 

10 

Holiday Liquor? 

11 

A If they — if the video was shot? 

12 

Q Yeah, shot, like when they did — doing the 

13 

filming with authorization? 

14 

A Did they ask for — I don't know if they asked 

15 

for authorization. 

16 

Q Okay. Do you know if they consented to the store 

17 

being used on the video? 

18 

MR. AGUILERA: "They" as Holiday Liquor? 

19 

MR. NWABUZOR: No. Yeah. No. Yes, "they" as 

20 

Holiday Liquor. 

21 

THE WITNESS: If they consented? 

22 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

23 

Q Yeah, to the YouTube video, which you referenced? 

24 

A I don't know if they did or not. 

25 

Q Okay. Did you ever ask them if they authorized 
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1 

their store to be used on the video? 

2 

A No. 

3 

Q Okay. Do you have any information whether the 

4 

owners of the store. Holiday Liquor store, knew when the 

5 

video was shot? 

6 

A I don't know if they knew or not. 

7 

Q Did you ever inquire from them whether they knew 

8 

when the video was shot? 

9 

A I've — I've never asked them. 

10 

Q Okay. Did you ever tell them that by having 

11 

their store in the video, that it's going to be a source 

12 

of attraction to gang members as to where they hang out? 

13 

A What was the question again? 

14 

MR. NWABUZOR: Can you read it back? 

15 

(Whereupon, the record was read.) 

16 

MR. AGUILERA: Actually, it's supposed to be 

17 

source of attraction. 

18 

MR. NWABUZOR: Yes. Yes. 

19 

THE WITNESS: Source of attraction? 

20 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

21 

Q Yes. 

22 

A I don't think I had to because it's already been 

23 

a source of attraction. 

24 

Q No. My question specifically is this: You know. 

25 

did you tell them that by — by "them," I mean. 
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1 Holiday Liquor — that by having the video on YouTube, 

2 it's going to be a source of attraction to additional gang 

3 members that basically is for them to hang out? 

4 MS. ROBERTSON: Objection. Vague. Misstates 

5 prior testimony. Assume facts. 

6 MR. AGUILERA: Joined. You can answer if — 

7 THE WITNESS: I — 

8 MR. AGUILERA: — if you understand. 

9 THE WITNESS: I don't think I would have to 

10 because even before I was a cop, that location has been a 

11 gang location, so them shooting the video isn't going to 

12 create more gang members to come there. They already know 

13 that that's their hangout spot. So for me to tell them 

14 something that's already been going on — I mean, that 

15 video is not going to attract more West Boulevards to come 

16 to that location. The West Boulevard Gang is a very small 

17 gang. Kids that grow up in that neighborhood and later 

18 become gang members see their families and see people hang 

19 out, so that video is not going to create more 

20 West Boulevards to come there. They already know where to 

21 go. 

22 BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

23 Q Okay. And my point is this: If the video is not 

24 going to make changes to how attractive the liquor store 

25 is to gang members in the area, then why did you include 
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1 

that in your declaration? 

2 

A To — 

3 

MS. ROBERTSON: Objection. Just one second. 

4 

Objection. Argumentative. Vague. 

5 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

6 

Q You may answer. 

7 

A Because like I said, that is their location. 

8 

Gang members like to post their locations such as 

9 

Vineyard Park, Holiday Liquor, and that dead end. That's 

10 

a staple within their community, within their gang 

11 

community. 

12 

Q And what is the basis of this opinion? 

13 

A My gang expertise. I've been working southwest 

14 

almost nearly eight years — almost eight years. It's 

15 

not — it's not just my gang expertise. It's me as a 

16 

patrol officer patrolling that area, and me working as a 

17 

gang member or a gang officer. Sorry, gang member. 

18 

MS. ROBERTSON: Don't let that one get out. 

19 

THE WITNESS: Yeah, it's out now. 

20 

MR. AGUILERA: We're all tired. 

21 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

22 

Q I want — I wanted that one to slide. 

23 

A No, it's okay. 

24 

Q And I said that, you know anyway — do you know 

25 

what time the videos you referenced were filmed? 
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1 

A 

When? 

2 

Q 

What time of the day? 

3 

A 

Well, I don't know the time, but it appears to be 

4 

evening. 


5 

Q 

Okay. Do you know the type of electronic 

6 

equipment that was used to film the videos? 

7 

A 

I have no clue. 

8 

Q 

Okay. And you had mentioned a person by the name 

9 

Dameion 

Broaden. 

10 

A 

Dameion Broaden? 

11 

Q 

Yeah, if you look at — 

12 


MR. AGUILERA: If you look at — 

13 


MR. NWABUZOR: Your declaration — 

14 


MR. AGUILERA: Paragraph 16. 

15 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

16 

Q 

Paragraph 16, line 4. 

17 

A 

Oh, yes. Yes. 

18 

Q 

And who is that? 

19 

A 

That is the security guard, one of the first 

20 

initial 

security guards that I met that didn't wear a 

21 

security 

guard uniform that hangs out inside the store. 

22 

occasion 

ally comes out, but he is featured in that music 

23 

video. 


24 

Q 

Okay. And do you know him to be a gang member? 

25 

A 

I know him — for him to associate with them. 
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1 

Q No, my question, though, is this, and let's be 

2 

clear. I understand, you know, your investigative work — 

3 

A Yes. 

4 

Q — and I respect it. And I know you want to be 

5 

very objective. My question is very clear. Based on your 

6 

experience, training, and knowledge of the area is 

7 

Dameion Broaden a gang member? 

8 

A No. 

9 

Q Okay. 

10 

MR. AGUILERA: You okay? 

11 

THE WITNESS: Yeah, I'm just tired. I've been up 

12 

since this morning at court but... 

13 

MR. AGUILERA: Okay. 

14 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

15 

Q Now, based on your training and experience and 

16 

your particular expertise investigating and researching 

17 

gang activities in the West Adams neighborhood, including 

18 

the Holiday Liquor, do you know what the historical trends 

19 

of gang activity has been in the area in the past five 

20 

years? 

21 

MR. AGUILERA: Objection. Vague, but you can 

22 

answer. 

23 

THE REPORTER: Can you repeat the last part? 

24 

MR. NWABUZOR: Historical trends. 

25 

THE WITNESS: Can you reread the question? 
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1 BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

2 Q Do you know what the historical trends of gang 

3 activity has been in that area in the past five years? 

4 A From that particular gang? 

5 Q Yes. 

6 A Homicide, attempted murder, ADW shootings, 

7 narcotics sales, possession of a firearm; graffiti, I've 

8 picked up one for graffiti, and burglaries. 

9 Q Okay. And is that limited to the corner of 

10 Longwood and Adams or is that — does that apply to the 

11 entire area of west area — sorry — West Adams 

12 neighborhood? 

13 MR. AGUILERA: Objection. Vague, but you can 

14 answer. 

15 THE WITNESS: Nah, it's in the entirety of the — 

16 of — just within the West Boulevard — the territory of 

17 the West Boulevards. 

18 BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

19 Q Okay. And do you know whether these activities 

20 based on your research and knowledge and expertise in the 

21 area has gone up, gone down or remained the same? 

22 MR. AGUILERA: Objection. Calls for speculation, 

23 but you can answer. 

24 MS. ROBERTSON: And vague. 

25 THE WITNESS: What crimes have gone up and down? 
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1 I don't - 

2 BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

3 Q Gang activities in the area? 

4 A It's gone up. 

5 Q Okay. And do you know what is responsible for 

6 the gang activities going up in the area based on your 

7 research, training, and experience? 

8 A What — 

9 MR. AGUILERA: Objection. Calls for speculation, 

10 but you can answer. 

11 THE WITNESS: What has gone up? Like, why the 

12 crime has gone up? I mean new gang members have joined 

13 the gang. You know, a lot of these young guys need to put 

14 in work, so they put in work. And, you know, and like I 

15 said, a lot of the crimes, like narcotics sales, 

16 possessions of a firearm, you know, my arrests that I've 

17 done have been in front of the liquor store so... 

18 MR. AGUILERA: Just clarify what you mean by "put 

19 in work . " 

20 THE WITNESS: Put in work, meaning in order for a 

21 new gang member to be initiated into a gang, he either 

22 gets beat up or gets — or puts in work by committing 

23 crimes with other gang members. Those senior gang members 

24 or OGs then observe that the individual commits the crime 

25 and depending on how many crimes he has to commit or do. 
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1 is when they initially initiate them into the gang. 

2 So those crimes can be anywhere from narcotic 

3 sales to holding a gun for an older gang member or just 

4 holding the gun to protect their territory. As far as 

5 committing burglaries within the area, that's one of the 

6 other things. And then also committing shootings, ADWs 

7 attempt murders and murders. 

8 BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

9 Q Okay. And that is applicable to the entire 

10 neighborhood of West Adams district with respect to the 

11 gang that you have investigated? 

12 A Well, some — I would say the murder and 

13 attempt murder would be in the area. The ADW shootings 

14 would be in front of the liquor store. The 2-lls, the 

15 robberies would be in front of the liquor store, 

16 possession of a firearm would be in front of 

17 Holiday Liquor — or so let me say that, the 2-11 in front 

18 of the Holiday Liquor store. ADW shooting, which is 

19 assault with a deadly weapon in front of the — slash 

20 attempt murder would be in front of the liquor store. The 

21 narcotic sales would be in front of or nearby the liquor 

22 store and the possession of a firearm. 

23 Q Okay. How many of these incidents that you 

24 referenced actually happen in front of the liquor store? 

25 A Well, I personally arrested the guy for the gun 
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1 

so that was in front of the liquor store. 

2 

Q 

And the gun was it inside — oh, so was it by the 

3 

sidewalk 

of the liquor store or — 

4 

A 

The individual walked into the liquor store and 

5 

then walked out and put the gun in the car because he saw 

6 

us. 


7 

Q 

Okay. And that was in front of the liquor store; 

8 

right? 


9 

A 

Yes, there right in front of the liquor store. 

10 

Q 

Okay. Was there any commission of crime by this 

11 

individual before he was arrested? 

12 

A 

Commission of a crime? 

13 

Q 

Yes . 

14 

A 

He was in possession of a loaded firearm. 

15 

Q 

Okay. I — 

16 

A 

That's the crime. 

17 

Q 

I mean, other than that meaning using of the — I 

18 

mean, using the firearm, did he use it, to your knowledge. 

19 

before he 

: was arrested? 

20 

A 

He possessed it. 

21 

Q 

Okay. I do understand that he possessed it. I'm 

22 

just saying that based on your investigation, was there 

23 

any crime 

: committed inside the store when he entered the 

24 

store? 


25 

A 

The crime was possession of a fire — loaded 
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1 

firearm. 


2 

Q 

Okay. 

3 

A 

That was the crime. 

4 

Q 

Okay. Well, it's a crime. There's no dispute 

5 

about that, but do you have any information whether anyone 

6 

was robbed inside the store by this individual? 

7 

A 

No. 

8 

Q 

Okay. Do you have any information as to whether 

9 

anyone was intimidated inside the store by this 

10 

individual? 

11 

A 

No, not that I know of. 

12 

Q 

Okay. And then what do you mean by 2-11? 

13 

A 

2-11? 

14 

Q 

Yes. 

15 

A 

Robbery. 

16 

Q 

Okay. And how many times have there been 

17 

robberies inside the store to your knowledge? 

18 

A 

That I remember, none, but right in front of the 

19 

liquor store, right in front of it, like literally right 

20 

in front 

of the doors. 

21 

Q 

Okay. So how many? 

22 

A 

From what I can recall, one off the top of my 

23 

head. 


24 

Q 

Okay. Did you observe the robbery taking place? 

25 

A 

Yeah, in the video. 


HINES REPORTERS 


54 




The People of the State of CA vs. Freetown Holdings Company Deposition of Officer Filiberto Garcia 


1 

Q In the video, okay. And when did that happen? 

2 

A I don't remember the date, but I do — 

3 

Mr. Sheriff showed me the video. 

4 

Q Okay. Like, how long ago was that? 

5 

A Two thousand, I think, '18 or end of '17. I 

6 

can't recall the date, sir. 

7 

Q Okay. As of the time that this incident 

8 

occurred, did you have access to the video surveillance of 

9 

this store? 

10 

A No, I did not. 

11 

Q Okay. So did Mr. Sheriff voluntarily approach 

12 

you to tell you about the incident? 

13 

A No. He approached me and said he needed help. 

14 

but that was without me knowing that he was already 

15 

contacted by the city attorney after the fact. 

16 

Q Okay. And do you know how the crime was reported 

17 

to the city attorney? 

18 

A How the crime was reported? 

19 

Q Yes. 

20 

MS. ROBERTSON: Objection. Vague. 

21 

THE WITNESS: I don't know. A police report. I 

22 

don't know how. What do you mean "reported"? 

23 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

24 

Q Do you know who reported the robbery in front of 

25 

the store, the 2-11 to the City Attorney's Office? 
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1 

A 

I don't know. I don't know how they got the 

2 

report. 

Detectives. I — I don't get what you're — 

3 


MR. AGUILERA: Don't guess. 

4 


MR. NWABUZOR: Okay. 

5 


THE WITNESS: I don't — I don't know what he's 

6 

asking 

me . 

7 

BY MR. 

NWABUZOR: 

8 

Q 

Okay. Were you ever approached by Mr. Sheriff to 

9 

assist 

him with the West Boulevard gang members that 

10 

loiter 

around his store? 

11 

A 

Was I approached by him? 

12 

Q 

Yes . 

13 

A 

Yes. 

14 

Q 

Okay. And what was your response to him? 

15 

A 

His response? 

16 

Q 

No, your response to him? 

17 

A 

Well, first, he asked me that he needed help with 

18 

the gang. I’m like I'm a gang officer, so that's my job. 

19 

Q 

Did he know that you were a gang officer? 

20 

A 

No, I told him. 

21 

Q 

Okay. And when did you tell him that you were a 

22 

gang officer? 

23 

A 

The day he approached me. 

24 

Q 

Okay. So as of the time he approached you, he 

25 

didn't 

— he did not know that you were a gang officer; 


HINES REPORTERS 


56 




The People of the State of CA vs. Freetown Holdings Company Deposition of Officer Filiberto Garcia 


1 

correct? 

2 

A I don't think so. I didn't even know him 

3 

until — I didn't even know he was a store owner until he 

4 

approached me. 

5 

Q Okay. And then — 

6 

A And he just said he needed help, and I told him 

7 

to — I think, we issued a trespass notice, so we can 

8 

do — issue trespass for people that weren't buying or 

9 

purchasing any items and just loitering in front of the 

10 

store, and then from there, I was notified that there was 

11 

an abatement going on so... 

12 

Q Okay. So who notify you that there was an 

13 

abatement going on? 

14 

A After we turned in our citation, our like arrests 

15 

and stuff in that area. Senior Lead Mejia asked us if we 

16 

had any arrests in that area and our job is to provide 

17 

them with the arrest reports or any citations that we 

18 

have. 

19 

Q Okay. Who signed off on the citation, the no 

20 

trespass citation? Was that signed be Mr. Sheriff? 

21 

A No — no sign? 

22 

Q No. No trespassing? 

23 

A Yes. Yeah. 

24 

Q Okay. So he signed and provided those to you; 

25 

correct? 
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1 

A 

No, we helped him out and gave him the no 

2 

trespass 

signs — 

3 

Q 

Okay. 

4 

A 

— or the no trespass notifications, and he has 

5 

to sign 

it to authorize it if it's not in his presence. 

6 

Q 

Okay. And did he give those to you? 

7 

A 

No, we gave him a copy. 

8 

Q 

Okay. But did he sign it? 

9 

A 

Yes . 

10 

Q 

Okay. And then you had also stated in 

11 

paragraph 22 of your statement, your declaration, that in 

12 

the fall 

of 2018, Mr. Sheriff informed you about a recent 

13 

shooting 

that appeared to have been captured on his 

14 

surveillance camera; true? 

15 

A 

I don't know where you're — 

16 

Q 

Okay. Page 8, line 7 to — 

17 


MR. AGUILERA: Next page. 

18 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

19 

Q 

— 9. 

20 

A 

Yes . 

21 

Q 

And that information was given to you voluntarily 

22 

by Mr. Sheriff; correct? 

23 

A 

Yes . 

24 

Q 

And when you did investigation of that crime, you 

25 

could not find out whether the crime had been reported; 
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1 

correct? 

2 

A What — 

3 

Q If you look at paragraph 23 of your declaration. 

4 

A Yes. What are you asking? 

5 

Q So until he showed you the information, there was 

6 

no report of that crime; correct? 

7 

A There's no report. There needs to be a victim to 

8 

create a report, and the victims on that video were gang 

9 

members. They're not going to go to the police and report 

10 

shootings. 

11 

Q Okay. But what I'm saying, though, is that 

12 

Mr. Sheriff cooperated and assisted by providing you with 

13 

information regarding the incident; correct? 

14 

A Yeah, but I think the incident wouldn't have 

15 

occurred if the gang members weren't loitering in front of 

16 

his liquor store because the people that went and hit the 

17 

ground in that video were gang members loitering in front 

18 

of his store. 

19 

Q Okay. And, again, we've gone through — 

20 

A Yes. 

21 

Q — the issue before, and you had even testified 

22 

that if gang members want to, the presence of a security 

23 

guard is not going prevent to them from doing what they 

24 

want to do; correct? 

25 

A Yes. 
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1 

Q 

Okay. So if a gang member is determined to 

2 

commit 

a crime, the presence of the owner of the business 

3 

is not 

going to stop the gang members from committing the 

4 

crime; 

correct? 

5 


MR. AGUILERA: Objection. Calls for speculation. 

6 

but you can answer. 

7 


THE WITNESS: What kind of crime are we talking 

8 

about? 


9 

BY MR. 

NWABUZOR: 

10 

Q 

It can be any crime. Robbery? 

11 

A 

Yeah, they're going to do it if they're going to 

12 

do it. 


13 

Q 

Attacking a rival gang member? 

14 

A 

Yeah. 

15 

Q 

Okay. Even assault with deadly weapon? 

16 

A 

Assault with a deadly weapon with what? 

17 

Q 

If they had a gun? 

18 

A 

Okay. Yeah, what about it? 

19 

Q 

They would do that if they're determined to do 

20 

that; i 

correct? 

21 

A 

Yes . 

22 

Q 

Okay. Even in the presence of a security guard? 

23 

A 

Yes . 

24 

Q 

Are you aware of the presence of homeless people 

25 

around 

the area of Holiday Liquor? 
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1 

A Yes . 

2 

Q Are you aware of the presence of mentally sick 

3 

people around the area of Holiday Liquor? 

4 

A I don't know about that. 

5 

Q Okay. Are you aware of the presence of 

6 

prostitutes in that area? 

7 

A Not that I know of. 

8 

Q Are you aware of the presence of homeless people 

9 

at the corner of La Brea and Adams Boulevard by the 

10 

Chevron gas station? 

11 

A Yes. 

12 

Q Okay. Are you aware of the presence of homeless 

13 

encampment under the 10 Freeway on La Brea Boulevard? 

14 

A No. 

15 

THE REPORTER: La Brea Boulevard? 

16 

MR. NWABUZOR: Yes. 

17 

MR. SHERIFF: Avenue. 

18 

MR. NWABUZOR: Okay. 

19 

MR. SHERIFF: Avenue. 

20 

MR. NWABUZOR: You're not allowed to talk. 

21 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

22 

Q In your opinion based on your expertise as a 

23 

gang officer, do you know if there's a relationship 

24 

between gang activities and drug dealings? 

25 

MR. AGUILERA: Objection. Calls for speculation. 
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1 

Vague. You can answer. 

2 

THE WITNESS: Do I know if there's what? 

3 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

4 

Q Connection between gang activities and drug 

5 

dealings? 

6 

A What — like what, if they do it or if there's — 

7 

yeah, that's how gang members make some of their money, by 

8 

drug dealing. 

9 

Q Okay. Do you know also know based on your 

10 

training and experience if drug dealers prey on homeless 

11 

people? 

12 

A Prey in which way? 

13 

Q By having them buy the drugs? 

14 

MR. AGUILERA: I'm sorry. So what's the 

15 

question? 

16 

(Whereupon the record was read.) 

17 

MR. AGUILERA: Okay. Objection. Vague, but you 

18 

can answer. 

19 

THE WITNESS: I don't think drug dealers force. 

20 

I think a user buys drugs because he wants to use. I 

21 

don't think I've seen a drug dealer force someone to buy 

22 

their drugs that I know of but — 

23 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

24 

Q Okay. Based on your experience, training, and 

25 

investigative activities, do some of the homeless people 
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1 

there 

patronize drug dealers? 

2 

A 

Patronize? 

3 

Q 

Yes. Buy drugs from them? 

4 

A 

Do they? That I know of, yes. 

5 

Q 

Okay. And is it true that there have been 

6 

occasions where you monitor criminal activities around the 

7 

store 

by looking at the video camera, surveillance camera 

8 

provided to you by the liquor store? 

9 

A 

Yes. 

10 

Q 

Have you ever been inside the liquor store? 

11 

A 

Yes . 

12 

Q 

On how many occasions? 

13 

A 

Oh, plenty of times. 

14 

Q 

Have you ever been denied access to the 

15 

liquor store? 

16 

A 

Uh-uh. 

17 


MR. AGUILERA: Is that a no? 

18 


THE WITNESS: No. Sorry. Sorry. Sorry. It's 

19 

getting late. 

20 

BY MR. 

. NWABUZOR: 

21 

Q 

What type of items do they sell at the liquor 

22 

store 

other than alcohol and liquors? 

23 


MR. AGUILERA: Objection. Calls for speculation. 

24 

but you can answer. 

25 


THE WITNESS: From what I can recall just food 
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1 

items. 

candy, chips, cigarettes, and water kind of like a 

2 

convenience store . 

3 

BY MR. 

NWABUZOR: 

4 

Q 

So this store is not limited to selling only 

5 

alcohol 

and beverages? 

6 

A 

No. 

7 

Q 

Okay. Have you personally witnessed any drug 

8 

transaction inside the store? 

9 

A 

Inside? 

10 

Q 

Yes . 

11 

A 

No, not inside. 

12 

Q 

And you also stated that Mr. Sheriff know the 

13 

gang or 

some of the gang members; true? 

14 

A 

He knows them by their names, by their monikers. 

15 

their street names. 

16 

Q 

Okay. So these are the street names that these 

17 

individuals go by; correct? 

18 

A 

Yes . 

19 

Q 

And is that a street name that these individual 

20 

usually 

known by for — by people who know them within the 

21 

area? 


22 

A 

Yes . 

23 

Q 

So it's not unusual for instance for a customer 

24 

to come 

in and they ask somebody, well, what is your name. 

25 

and he 

says my name is Mookie? 
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1 

A 

Yeah, they — they'll go by their street name. 

2 

yes . 


3 

Q 

Okay. And you're not testifying, for instance. 

4 

that Mr. 

Sheriff is associated with the game members? 

5 

A 

Associated? 

6 

Q 

Yes . 

7 

A 

What do you mean? Can you repeat the question? 

8 

Q 

Okay. You are not stating by — in your 

9 

declaration that Mr. Sheriff is associated with the gang 

10 

members? 


11 

A 

No . 

12 

Q 

Is it fair to state that Mr. Sheriff, based on 

13 

your interaction with him, has cooperated with you and the 

14 

police in the investigation of crime in the area? 

15 

A 

I can only speak for myself. With me, yes. 

16 

Q 

Okay. On paragraph 36 of your declaration if you 

17 

look at 

page 11 starting from line 16. 

18 

A 

Yes, I see it. 

19 

Q 

You stated that in your opinion certain measures 

20 

will have to be taken to assist the deterrence of gang 

21 

activity 

and violent crime on liquor store; right? 

22 

A 

Uh-huh. 

23 

Q 

Is that a yes? 

24 

A 

What's that? 

25 

Q 

Is that a yes? 
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1 

A I don't — what were you saying? I'm just going 

2 

"uh-huh," because you're — you're still talking so... 

3 

Q You're not allowed to say "uh-huh." 

4 

A Oh, sorry. Can — can you ask — sorry. I 

5 

apologize. 

6 

Q That's okay. We all make the mistake. 

7 

Do you believe based on your training. 

8 

experience, and investigative work that installing and 

9 

maintaining better lighting outside the store at night 

10 

would reduce the activities of gang members and crime 

11 

around the liquor store? 

12 

A It would deter. 

13 

Q Okay. 

14 

A And does that — do you want — I would — I 

15 

personally say, the lighting would deter them. 

16 

Q Okay. And based on your experience — 

17 

A Yes. 

18 

Q — and training and your investigative work, is 

19 

there any issue with the lighting coming from the store? 

20 

Not the street lighting. 

21 

MR. AGUILERA: Objection. Vague. I'm not 

22 

sure — are you — are you talking about the lighting that 

23 

is presently coming from the store? 

24 

MR. NWABUZOR: Yes. 

25 

// 
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1 BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

2 Q The lighting presently coming from the store, not 

3 the streetlight, is that sufficient based on your 

4 recommendation? 

5 A No. 

6 Q Okay. So have you recommended to Mr. Abdul — 

7 and, again, I'm not talking about the streetlight. 

8 A Yeah, yeah, I know. 

9 Q Okay. Have you recommended to him to increase 

10 the intensity of the light coming from his store? 

11 A Inside his store? 

12 Q No, outside his store. 

13 A Outside his store, I believe we've talked about 

14 it. 

15 Q Okay. 

16 A I mean, but at the end of the day, I mean, I've 

17 told him, like, hey, better lighting, the security cameras 

18 which he gave me access to. I mean — 

19 Q Okay. Currently speaking is there any issue from 

20 your own investigative perspective with the lighting 

21 coming from his store? 

22 A Yes, I think it could improve. 

23 Q Okay. Do you have any recommendation as to the 

24 luminance that it should be raised to in order to assist 

25 with the deterrence you recommended? 


HINES REPORTERS 


67 




The People of the State of CA vs. Freetown Holdings Company Deposition of Officer Filiberto Garcia 

1 A I — 

2 MR. AGUILERA: Objection. No foundation. Calls 

3 for speculation and — 

4 THE WITNESS: I don't know the — 

5 MR. AGUILERA: — vague. Hold on. 

6 THE WITNESS: Oh, I'm sorry. 

7 MR. AGUILERA: But go ahead. Now you can answer. 

8 THE WITNESS: I don’t know the luminance, but 

9 floodlighting would actually work. I mean floodlighting 

10 is very bright. I — we’ve had experiences in other areas 

11 where lighting in the streets where we've had neighborhood 

12 gang problems. We've asked neighbors to put better 

13 lighting because darkness sometimes allows concealment, so 

14 the better the lighting, the less people would want to sit 

15 or stand in front of the store. 

16 BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

17 Q Okay. In addition to that lighting, would you 

18 also recommend that the streetlights be made better? 

19 A The streetlights? 

20 Q Yeah, in the area? 

21 A They can be. 

22 Q Okay. 

23 A They can be. I mean, there's the street lighting 

24 is sufficient but in front of the store is where the 

25 lighting needs to be because that's where they hang out. 
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1 Q Okay. And then under B, we've talked about that, 

2 hire licensed security guards. I know we've talked about 

3 the two individuals that you remember at the beginning, 

4 the blue and black uniform? 

5 A Uh-huh. 

6 Q Okay. And then "Cease sells of inexpensive, 

7 single-serving containers of alcohol." 

8 And what do you mean by that? 

9 A Well, can I go back to B? 

10 Q Go ahead. 

11 A So I believe that hiring armed security guard is 

12 fine. But they have to be proactive. 

13 Q Okay. 

14 A If they're just standing there and not calling us 

15 or not making a visible presence outside of the store or 

16 inside the store, then it's pretty much useless. If they 

17 see that the security guards are proactive and not 

18 lackadaisical, meaning like they're just like a tree, 

19 they're just standing there, just minding their own 

20 business trying to earn their paycheck so they can go 

21 home, then an armed security guard is not going to work. 

22 He has to — an effective armed security guard has to be 

23 hired. 

24 And if, I mean, what I would recommend if they're 

25 going to hire a security guard and it's just going to be a 
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1 standing one maybe one with a car that parks in front of 

2 the Holiday Liquor store that has actual emblems maybe 

3 secure — lights on the car that it's visibly present near 

4 his liquor store, like in the front by the parking lot and 

5 visibly proactive. So if there's people hanging out, 

6 people causing problems, call so that way he can call the 

7 police. I — Mr. Sheriff did work with me, but I can't be 

8 there. I don't work every day so by just hiring a 

9 security guard, I don't think it's enough. He has to hire 

10 a proactive security guard that's actually going to do the 

11 work. 

12 Q Okay. Again, I know we've talked about it before 

13 the — and it's getting late. I don't even remember — 

14 either the blue or the black security guard — 

15 A Yes. 

16 Q — the one that you met outside. 

17 A Uh-huh. 

18 Q Based on your — I don't know how much 

19 interaction you've had — has any of those security guards 

20 been proactive? 

21 A Well, proactive meaning they — I don't see them. 

22 When I drive by and I do my drive-bys or go around the 

23 area, they're not outside. 

24 Q Okay. Have you ever gone inside his store — I 

25 mean, it depends on the area — the time of the day that 
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1 

you — 


2 

A 

Yeah. 

3 

Q 

— drive by; correct? 

4 

A 

Yes . 

5 

Q 

Okay. So they could be attending to items inside 

6 

the store; correct? 

7 

A 

Uh-huh. Yes. 

8 

Q 

Okay. 

9 


THE REPORTER: Items inside the store? 

10 


MR. NWABUZOR: Inside the store, yes. 

11 

BY MR. : 

NWABUZOR: 

12 

Q 

And then go back to C, "Cease sells of 

13 

inexpensive, single-serving container of alcohol." 

14 


What do you mean by that? 

15 

A 

The single can, a single can of alcohol. So 

16 

single 

— selling a single and not in a 6 pack, they're 

17 

often bought by the homeless people. 

18 

Q 

Do those people — 

19 

A 

Or by other members of the community and by gang 

20 

members 

and singles as cigarettes as well. 

21 

Q 

And sorry going back to it, on the inexpensive 

22 

part of 

the single sales, do you have any threshold in 

23 

terms of the amount you consider inexpensive? 

24 


MR. AGUILERA: Objection. Vague, but you can 

25 

answer. 

if you understand. 
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1 


THE WITNESS: I don't understand. 

2 

BY MR. 

NWABUZOR: 

3 

Q 

Okay. What do you mean by "inexpensive"? 

4 

A 

Inexpensive can be a lower price than the other 

5 

liquor 

stores in the area are selling. 

6 

Q 

Okay. Like how much? 

7 

A 

I don't know. I mean, if a liquor store is 

8 

selling 

a single for — I'm just going to make up a 

9 

number 

— for $10 and the Holiday Liquor store is selling 

10 

it for 

9.50, it's still a less — inexpensive than the 

11 

other liquor stores, so by lowering your prices, making it 

12 

inexpensive, you create more attraction or you bring in 

13 

more customers. 

14 

Q 

Do you — 

15 

A 

That's what I mean. I don't — for the threshold 

16 

of what 

the amount of inexpensive, I don't know. Each 

17 

liquor 

store sets their prices, so I'm not an owner. I 

18 

don't know what a price would be. 

19 

Q 

And I totally appreciate that. 

20 

A 

Yeah. 

21 

Q 

But do you have any information that 

22 

Holiday 

Liquor is selling their liquor at lower prices 

23 

than other liquor stores around the area? 

24 

A 

Yes . 

25 

Q 

Okay. What information do you have? 
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1 

A 

I talked to the — I talked to the people that 

2 

hang out 

there. When I talk — when I give people 

3 

citations for drinking in public, "Where did you get your 

4 

beer from. 

5 


Holiday Liquor." 

6 

Q 

And did they tell you that they go there because 

7 

the liquor there is less expensive than in other areas? 

8 

A 

Yes . 

9 

Q 

Okay. Have you ever made any independent 

10 

investigation to collaborate that particular opinion? 

11 


MR. AGUILERA: Objection. Vague, but you can 

12 

answer if you understand. 

13 


THE WITNESS: I don't understand. 

14 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

15 

Q 

Have you ever gone to the store at Long's Market 

16 

to find 

out how much those single sales sell for compared 

17 

to Holiday Liquor? 

18 

A 

Have I gone to Holiday, no I have not. 

19 

Q 

No. No. To Long Store the one on Mountain View 

20 

and — 


21 

A 

Rimpau and Adams? 

22 

Q 

Is it Rim- — yeah, Rimpau and Adams? 

23 

A 

No, I have not. 

24 

Q 

Okay. Have you ever made any price comparison 

25 

with the 

store at the corner of the La Brea and Adams by 
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1 

the Chevron gas station? 

2 

A 

No. 

3 

Q 

Okay. So you don't have any basis to confirm 

4 

that the 

price at which he's selling is lower than the 

5 

other stores? 

6 

A 

The only thing I have is asking them why they buy 

7 

it there, 

, and their response is because they sell it 

8 

cheaper. 


9 

Q 

Okay. But you don't have any independent 

10 

verification of that? 

11 

A 

No. 

12 

Q 

Okay. Do you rely on the veracity of those drug 

13 

users about what they tell you? 

14 

A 

What do you mean? 

15 


MR. AGUILERA: Objection — objection. 

16 

Argumentive. 

17 


THE WITNESS: What's veracity? 

18 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

19 

Q 

Just — veracity is the truth. 

20 

A 

Oh. 

21 

Q 

Whether they're telling you the truth? 

22 

A 

Are they — are they telling me the truth? 

23 

Q 

Yes . 

24 

A 

Sometimes they can. Sometimes they can't, it 

25 

depends. 
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1 Q Thank you. You've answered the question. And 

2 then you said, "Close the store at midnight or earlier." 

3 Based on your investigation and patrol of the areas, do 

4 you know whether the store starting from January to 

5 present has been closing at midnight or earlier? 

6 A Other stores or his store? 

7 Q His store? 

8 A It's been closing at midnight. 

9 Q "Continue to maintain high-resolution cameras to 

10 permit LAPD" access to — "to have remote access to the 

11 cameras." Do you have an issue with this? 

12 A No, he's been having me access — giving me 

13 access to the cameras. 

14 Q Okay. Thank you. And Officer Garcia, do you 

15 know the governmental entity that regulates liquor stores? 

16 MS. ROBERTSON: Objection. Vague. 

17 THE WITNESS: I don't know. 

18 BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

19 Q Okay. Have you heard of ABC? 

20 A Yes, the Alcohol, something — yes, I've heard of 

21 them. 

22 Q Alcohol Beverages and — Alcohol and Beverages 

23 Control? 

24 A Yes. 

25 Q Okay. Do you know what their responsibilities 
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1 

are with respect to the regulation of a liquor 

store? 

2 

A 

No. 


3 

Q 

Have you ever tried to find out? 


4 

A 

My job is a gang officer. 


5 

Q 

Okay. No, I'm just asking you — 


6 

A 

No. No, I haven't. 


7 

Q 

Okay. And have you ever reported any 

problems at 

8 

the liquor store to ABC? 


9 

A 

Any problems to ABC? 


10 

Q 

Yes . 


11 

A 

What kind of problems? 


12 

Q 

Like the problems we've talked about. 

gang 

13 

activities, loitering, harassment, the crime activities 

14 

there. 

Have you ever reported any of these incidents to 

15 

ABC? 



16 

A 

Why would I? 


17 

Q 

No. No. No. No, again — 


18 


MR. AGUILERA: Just answer the question. 

19 


THE WITNESS: I — 


20 

BY MR. 

NWABUZOR: 


21 

Q 

You cannot ask me a question. 


22 

A 

Okay. 


23 

Q 

Remember that was a thing. 


24 

A 

No, I haven't. I haven't — 


25 

Q 

So it's either yes or no. 
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1 A I have not brought it to their attention. 

2 Q Okay. Have you ever spoken to the neighborhood 

3 residents regarding the ideas on how to eradicate the 

4 crime activities around that area of the store? 

5 MS. ROBERTSON: Objection — 

6 MR. AGUILERA: Objection. Vague. You can 

7 answer. 

8 THE WITNESS: Have I talked to any of the 

9 residents in that area on how to eradicate gang activity? 

10 BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

11 Q Yes. 

12 A I have to some residents. 

13 Q Okay. What did you talk to them about? 

14 A Just the gang activities, same thing, if they 

15 have any issues, notify the police, better lighting in 

16 their neighborhood. I mean, the best way to deter is just 

17 to get involved, talk to their senior lead officers if 

18 they have any issues, report any graffiti or any crime 

19 trends that occur in the area in order to help us help 

20 them. 

21 Q And have they complied, the individuals you've 

22 spoken to? 

23 A Yes. 

24 Q Okay. And have you ever been to the 

25 Neighborhood Council at the West Adams neighborhood area? 
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1 

A Have I? No, I have not. 

2 

Q Do you have any opinion as to whether the problem 

3 

of homelessness in the area is contributing to the 

4 

nuisance activities around the store? 

5 

MR. AGUILERA: Objection. No foundation. Calls 

6 

for speculation, but you can answer. 

7 

MS. ROBERTSON: And vague. 

8 

THE WITNESS: Can you ask me the question again. 

9 

sorry. 

10 

MR. NWABUZOR: Yeah — 

11 

THE WITNESS: Sorry. 

12 

MR. NWABUZOR: When too many lawyers talk, you 

13 

get confused. Can you repeat the question. 

14 

THE REPORTER: Yes. 

15 

(Whereupon, the record was read.) 

16 

THE WITNESS: So do I believe that the 

17 

homelessness — what was it? 

18 

THE REPORTER: Do you want me to reread it? 

19 

THE WITNESS: Yeah, re-read it. I'm so sorry. 

20 

THE REPORTER: It's fine. 

21 

(Whereupon, the record was read.) 

22 

THE WITNESS: Like, I beli- — I think it's the 

23 

store, I mean, you have to think about it if they can — 

24 

if they — they're going to stay around just like gang 

25 

members if the homelessness, they can buy something cheap 
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1 at that store, they're going to hover and hang out at the 

2 place they can buy the cheapest, and if there's narcotics 

3 being sold in front of the store, they're going to stay 

4 there. 

5 BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

6 Q Okay. So is it your opinion that the homeless 

7 people only go to areas where they can buy things cheap? 

8 A Well, not necessarily cheap, but where they have 

9 access. So you're talking about if they can have access 

10 to narcotics, have access to alcohol, and it could be 

11 cheap narcotics. Not — there's not a set street price 

12 for narcotics. If the drug dealer is selling it cheap 

13 than anything else, and he's easily available or hangs out 

14 in front of the liquor store, and they can go buy their 

15 liquor and buy their narcotics all in one hit, then yes. 

16 Q Okay. And does the same information apply to 

17 prostitution in the area? 

18 A I don't know about any prostitution. 

19 Q Okay. Do you have any opinion as to whether the 

20 management of Holiday Liquor is responsible in any way for 

21 gang problems in the West Adams neighborhood? 

22 A No, they're not — 

23 MS. ROBERTSON: Objection. Vague and ambiguous 

24 as to responsible. 

25 // 
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1 

BY MR. 

NWABUZOR: 


2 

Q 

Do you have information as to whether homeless 

3 

people 

hang out around the corner of Long's Market? 


4 

A 

Do I have information? 


5 

Q 

Yes . 


6 

A 

If they — 


7 

Q 

Hang out around Long's Market? 


8 

A 

Yeah, they hang out there, too. 


9 

Q 

Okay. How about the gas station where they 

have 

10 

a store 

at the corner of La Brea and Adams? 


11 


MS. ROBERTSON: Objection. Vague. 


12 


THE WITNESS: Store or gas station? 


13 

BY MR. 

NWABUZOR: 


14 

Q 

Gas station — 


15 

A 

Yeah, there's a gas station there. 


16 

Q 

Okay. Do you know whether homeless people 

hang 

17 

out there too? 


18 

A 

Yes . 


19 

Q 

Okay. Do you know the liquor store at the 

corner 

20 

of Crenshaw and Stocker? I think they used to call 

it 

21 

"Liquor 

Bank. " 


22 

A 

Yes, I know of that liquor store, the 


23 

Liquor 

Bank. 


24 

Q 

Yes . 


25 

A 

Yes. 
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1 

Q 

Okay. And it is my understanding that that 

2 

liquor store has been closed? Do you know — 

3 

A 

Yeah, I heard about it, but yes. 

4 

Q 

Okay. Were you involved in the closure of the 

5 

store? 


6 

A 

No. 

7 

Q 

Okay. Do you know how the store was closed? 

8 

A 

No. 

9 

Q 

Do you know whether there was an abatement action 

10 

to close 

the store? 

11 

A 

I didn't know. I just saw it on the news. 

12 

Q 

Were you ever involved in the conversation where 

13 

any officer in the southwest division boasted that after 

14 

the closing of Liquor Bank, that the next store will be 

15 

Holiday 

Liquor? 

16 

A 

Uh-uh. No, not I've heard, no. 

17 

Q 

Okay. Have you been in communication with the 

18 

office of councilman for District 10? 

19 

A 

No . 

20 

Q 

Have you ever spoken to any person that works at 

21 

the councilman's office for District 10 regarding 

22 

Holiday 

Liquor? 

23 

A 

No . 

24 

Q 

Do you know any person by the name Kimani that 

25 

works at 

District 10 regarding Holiday Liquor? 
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1 

A 

No . 

2 

Q 

Have you ever had any discussion with the pastor 

3 

that has 

a church next to Holiday Liquor? 

4 

A 

No. 

5 

Q 

Have you ever sought to find out the opinion of 

6 

the pastor next to Holiday Liquor regarding gang 

7 

activities in the area? 

8 

A 

No. 

9 

Q 

How about homeless activities in the area? 

10 

A 

No. 

11 

Q 

How about prostitution in the area? 

12 

A 

No. 

13 

Q 

Have you ever spoken to the president of the 

14 

neighborhood council in the West Adams district regarding 

15 

the problems of gangs and drug dealings, prostitution. 

16 

homelessness in the area? 

17 

A 

No. 

18 

Q 

And you have told me in earnest that you have had 

19 

a good working relationship with Mr. Abdul Sheriff; 

20 

correct? 


21 

A 

Yes. 

22 

Q 

And do you have any ideas or opinion aside from 

23 

what we 

have talked about that would improve this current 

24 

situation around this store? 

25 


MS. ROBERTSON: Objection — 


HINES REPORTERS 


82 




The People of the State of CA vs. Freetown Holdings Company Deposition of Officer Filiberto Garcia 


1 

MR. AGUILERA: Objection. It's vague. Calls for 

2 

speculation. No foundation. You can answer. 

3 

THE WITNESS: Just other than what we've talked 

4 

about. 

5 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

6 

Q And would you want the Holiday Liquor to succeed 

7 

as a business? 

8 

A Would I want? 

9 

MR. AGUILERA: Do you understand the question? 

10 

THE WITNESS: No. 

11 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

12 

Q Okay. Do you want the Holiday Liquor to succeed 

13 

as a business? 

14 

A What do you mean? 

15 

MS. ROBERTSON: To what as a business? 

16 

MR. NWABUZOR: Succeed as a business? 

17 

MR. AGUILERA: Succeed. Succeed. 

18 

MS. ROBERTSON: Succeed? 

19 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

20 

Q Yeah. 

21 

A Why not, yes. 

22 

Q I actually like that. 

23 

A Yeah, why not. 

24 

Q Absolutely. I like your spirit. So on that 

25 

note, this is what I'm going to do. We're almost done. 
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1 

A Okay. 

2 

Q And the good thing is that Mr. Aguilera is going 

3 

to buy our lunch — 

4 

MR. AGUILERA: Tomorrow. 

5 

MR. NWABUZOR: So let me go over through my 

6 

notes — 

7 

MR. AGUILERA: Tomorrow. 

8 

MR. NWABUZOR: — let me review my notes, and 

9 

then I may come and ask follow-up questions and if they 

10 

have any questions, they may ask you then we'll be done 

11 

for the evening. Okay? 

12 

THE WITNESS: Okay. 

13 

MR. NWABUZOR: All right. But maybe 10 minutes. 

14 

(Recess.) 

15 

MR. NWABUZOR: We are back on the record. 

16 

Officer, you know you're still under oath; right? 

17 

THE WITNESS: Yes. 

18 

MR. NWABUZOR: Okay. Right now I don't have any 

19 

other questions, so I'll leave it to you if you want. 

20 

MR. AGUILERA: I have none. 

21 


22 

EXAMINATION 

23 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

24 

Q Just really quickly we talked about a couple of 

25 

the security guards that you're aware of currently working 
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1 

at Holiday Liquor. I believe there was a black shirt and 

2 

a blue shirt by ease of designation? 

3 

A 

Yes . 

4 

Q 

Are you currently aware of any other — are you 

5 

aware of 

any other guards that are currently working at 

6 

the store? 

7 

A 

No . 

8 

Q 

Do you have an opinion — let me start with the 

9 

black shirt. Do you have an opinion on whether the 

10 

security 

guard in the black shirt is sufficiently 

11 

qualified to effectively deter gang-related activity at 

12 

Holiday 

Liquor? 

13 

A 

No . 

14 

Q 

With respect to the guard in the blue shirt, do 

15 

you have 

an opinion on whether that guard is sufficiently 

16 

qualified to effectively deter gang-related activity at 

17 

Holiday 

Liquor? 

18 

A 

No. 

19 

Q 

Okay. Thank you. 

20 



21 


FURTHER EXAMINATION 

22 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

23 

Q 

Following up the question, what is the basis of 

24 

your opinion that these two individuals are not qualified 

25 

to act as security guards at the liquor store? 
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1 

A Call? 

2 

Q Qualified. 

3 

A I think they're qualified already to be security 

4 

guards. 

5 

MS. ROBERTSON: Well, I think he said he did — 

6 

you do not have an opinion on that — 

7 

MR. AGUILERA: Yeah, that's — 

8 

MS. ROBERTSON: — right now or you have an 

9 

opinion that they're not qualified. 

10 

THE WITNESS: They're not qualified to deter a 

11 

gang — 

12 

MS. ROBERTSON: Okay. 

13 

THE WITNESS: — gang activity. 

14 

MS. ROBERTSON: So I misunderstood the answer. 

15 

THE WITNESS: Yeah. 

16 

MS. ROBERTSON: Let me — let me continue on. I 

17 

mis — thought he hadn't formed an opinion, so let me — 

18 

MR. NWABUZOR: Okay. 

19 


20 

FURTHER EXAMINATION 

21 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

22 

Q So you have formed an opinion on each of those 

23 

guards? 

24 

A Yes. 

25 

Q Okay. And what is your opinion with respect to 
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1 the guard in the black shirt? 

2 A I — just as him by himself, I don't think he's 

3 qualified to handle any of the gang problems that happens 

4 in the liquor store. Just by himself, by himself gang 

5 members are going to — normally sometimes they don't use 

6 threats, but they will play the card of like, hey, I leave 

7 you alone and you leave me alone, and you get to earn your 

8 paycheck and I get to do what I need to do. Normally, if 

9 it's just one individual, and you have three or four gang 

10 members in the store talking to him, and by talking to him 

11 it could be in a conversation, implied in the conversation 

12 that they're having, saying, hey, we're going to do what 

13 we're going to do and we'll let you do what you need to do 

14 or it's by threat or violence. 

15 Typically, they like to do it the nicer way 

16 because if there is any threat or violence, they can get 

17 reported to the police department or any other government 

18 agency so — in the report or crime report that is 

19 generated. Normally when these are implied, it's — like 

20 it's just implied nicely in a nicely manner, so the 

21 individual doesn't feel as threatened. 

22 Q Now, it sounds to me like you're saying, you have 

23 an opinion on the number of guards that need to be 

24 present? 

25 A Yes. 
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1 Q What is that opinion? 

2 A I think at minimum if they're going to have two 

3 at a time, then I would say not just visible with the 

4 security guards but something visible outside of their 

5 store and meaning a car, like a vehicle or another 

6 security guard, so not two security guards inside the 

7 store or outside. One inside and one outside. 

8 Q And is there anything about the security guard in 

9 the black shirt that gives you concern as to whether he 

10 would be sufficiently qualified to be one of those guards? 

11 A Well, one of the — if he has law enforcement 

12 background, he'd be qualified because of his background. 

13 if he's ever worked any special assignments in his career, 

14 it might give him a little bit hands off — hands up on a 

15 security guard that just got a security guard card and is 

16 just working and has no firsthand knowledge of law 

17 enforcement and how we work and how we deter gang members. 

18 Q And is there anything about the guard in the blue 

19 shirt that would give you concern about whether he is 

20 sufficiently qualified to serve as one of the guards? 

21 A He — for me, not law enforcement friendly. 

22 Q Can you explain why you have that opinion. 

23 A That opinion just based on his professionalism on 

24 my encounter with him. We did do a traffic stop on that 

25 individual in the blue shirt. He said he was working, and 
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1 that he was using his vehicle as a work tool that he was 

2 coming from one job to another. That individual did not 

3 have his vehicle clearly marked as a security guard car. 

4 We did stop him for tinted windows and for his — 

5 no front plate. As he stepped out of the vehicle to enter 

6 the Holiday Liquor locked gate parking lot, I did see what 

7 I believed was either a laser, a firearm on him, asked him 

8 to get back in the vehicle. I asked him if he was armed 

9 security. He said, yes. I asked him for his credentials. 

10 I grabbed his credentials as an officer for my safety. I 

11 don't know this individual. I don't know where he works 

12 or what he's doing. 

13 It's my first time ever encountering him. I 

14 asked him to step out politely. I asked him to step out, 

15 and I told him what I was going to do, "I'm going to 

16 disarm you." 

17 As soon as I disarmed him, he got upset. He 

18 started cursing. He started curing at my supervisor. And 

19 I explained to him as long as I verify — when I verify 

20 your credentials as a guard card and the license to carry 

21 openly, I will give you your weapon back, but that was not 

22 the case. 

23 He then later goes the next day — and mind you 

24 at no point did we point any weapons during that traffic 

25 stop at him. When we go — and the next day he — or a 
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1 few days later, he goes to the police station. He 

2 encounters one of our gang officers and says, "If they 

3 point a gun at me, I'm going to point a gun at them." 

4 So a security guard like that, I don't think 

5 would be effective working at the Holiday Liquor store, 

6 especially if wants a relationship like me and the store 

7 owner or the other security guard, that security guard to 

8 me is a red flag. 

9 MR. NWABUZOR: Okay. So are you done? 

10 MS. ROBERTSON: No further questions. 

11 

12 FURTHER EXAMINATION 

13 BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

14 Q Okay. So let's go back with respect to this last 

15 security guard. 

16 A Yes. 

17 Q After the encounter you had with him, you know, 

18 have you tried to talk to him to work things out in order 

19 to facilitate your work? 

20 A Well, I would not — I personally would not feel 

21 safe to go personally talk to him because after our 

22 interaction, right — it wasn't until his son intervened 

23 that he calmed down or tried to calm him down. His son 

24 came out of the store and let me know that he was hired 

25 there. At no point did this guard tell me until he told 
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1 me, "Hey, he's working for us." His son didn't intervene, 

2 he just kind of stayed there to keep the peace. 

3 Q Okay. 

4 MS. ROBERTSON: I'm just going to say for the 

5 record, he's gesturing that Mr. Sheriff — referring to 

6 Mr. Sheriff's son, I believe — 

7 THE WITNESS: Yes. 

8 MS. ROBERTSON: — when he's saying "his son." 

9 THE WITNESS: His son. So I would not personally 

10 feel safe to encounter him because, one, I don't want a 

11 complaint from this guy, okay. Two, if he's already 

12 threatened to point a gun at me or commit some sort of 

13 violence, why would I approach him. It's not — that 

14 right there is my issue, I would have a supervisor handle 

15 it, and my supervisor tried to handle it at scene, and he 

16 basically cursed my supervisor out. 

17 So when a person can't have a civil conversation, 

18 especially if you're being polite and cordial to him, and 

19 explaining to him why you're doing things, and especially 

20 if he's an armed security guard, he knows our procedures. 

21 We're going to disarm him. I'm not going to let him sit 

22 in the car with a loaded gun. I don't know him. 

23 BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

24 Q Did he ever identify himself as a security guard? 

25 A He did. 
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1 

Q 

Okay. 

2 

A 

But I can tell you in my experience as a patrol 

3 

officer. 

I've stopped plenty of security guards that are 

4 

armed that aren't supposed to be carrying because. A, 

5 

their permits are expired or they've been arrested where 

6 

they can 

1 t carry anymore, and they still operate as 

7 

security 

guards, and they go unchecked. 

8 

Q 

And on this particular security guard — 

9 

A 

Yes . 

10 

11 

Q 

guard? 

— did you verify that he was a licensed security 

12 

A 

Yes . 

13 

14 

Q 

officer? 

Did you verify that he's a certified peace 

15 

A 

He's not a peace officer. 

16 

Q 

Okay. 

17 

A 

I'm talking — 

18 

Q 

I'm just — 

19 

A 

We're talking about — 

20 

Q 

I'm just asking you a question, so yes or no. 

21 

Did you 

find out whether or not he was a peace officer? 

22 

A 

I can't find out if he's a peace officer. 

23 

Q 

Did he ever identify himself as a peace officer? 

24 

A 

He's — no. 

25 

Q 

Okay. 
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1 

A 

He did not. 

2 

Q 

And did you ever try to find out what his 

3 

background as a security guard is? 

4 

A 

No. Why would I want to do — 

5 

Q 

No, do — 

6 

A 

— do an investigation on a person that I'm 

7 

stopping 


8 

Q 

No, you don't — you don't answer why. That's 

9 

argumentive. It's either yes or no. 

10 

A 

Yes . 

11 

Q 

I respect that, okay. You know, so we've been 

12 

doing well so far. 

13 

A 

Yes. 

14 

Q 

Okay. So you don't know this individual's 

15 

training; 

; correct? 

16 

A 

No. 

17 

Q 

You don't know his background; correct? 

18 

A 

No. Which guy are we talking about again? 

19 

Q 

We're talking about the one you had an issue 

20 

with? 


21 

A 

Yes. 

22 

Q 

Okay. You don't know his training? 

23 

A 

No. 

24 

Q 

You don't know his background? 

25 

A 

No. 
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1 

Q You don't know his experience? 

2 

A No. 

3 

Q You don't know his prior interaction with gang 

4 

members? 

5 

A No, I don't know. 

6 

Q You don't know his effectiveness in other places 

7 

where gang activities were? 

8 

A No, I don't. 

9 

Q Okay. So you don't have any basis other than 

10 

your interactions with him to say that he's not going to 

11 

be a good officer, a good security guard as far as 

12 

deterring gang members? 

13 

MR. AGUILERA: Objection. Argumentative. You 

14 

can answer. 

15 

THE WITNESS: Can you say that again? 

16 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

17 

Q You don't have any basis to say that he won't be 

18 

a good security guard because you don't know his 

19 

background? 

20 

A Yes. 

21 

Q You don't know his training? You don't know his 

22 

prior experience in guarding businesses — 

23 

A Yes. 

24 

Q — where gang activities were, right? So other 

25 

than the interaction you have with him, you don't know 
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1 whether he's going to be effective or not. 

2 A I do. 

3 MS. ROBERTSON: One second. One second. I'm 

4 just going to object as argumentative and compound, but go 

5 ahead. 

6 BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

7 Q Go ahead, officer. 

8 A Yes, but I do. 

9 Q Okay. 

10 A Because I do have an opinion that he wouldn't be 

11 effective and that reason is my interaction with him if 

12 he's a security guard, we're on the same team. 

13 Q Okay. 

14 A Okay? If that's how he's going to treat someone 

15 he's going to work with, then I don't think he's going to 

16 be effective regardless if he's effective with the gang 

17 member because, remember, in order to eradicate and help 

18 the community and help Mr. Sheriff, his security guards 

19 have to be able to communicate with us and effectively 

20 communicate with us, and if — doesn't matter if he has 

21 prior experience. I — it doesn't matter if he's a law 

22 enforcement officer, but if he can't communicate with the 

23 officer who's working in that area, then how are we 

24 supposed to communicate and help each other out? 

25 Q Okay. Have you seen this officer since that 
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1 interaction. 

2 A No, I would not want to see that officer since 

3 that — 

4 Q No, but my — my question, though, is 

5 Officer Garcia, I understand your position. 

6 A Yes. 

7 Q And I understand that this is something personal 

8 to you because, as an officer dutifully doing your duty, 

9 you wouldn't want any person to make a report against you 

10 that you feel is unwarranted; correct? 

11 A Yes. 

12 Q Okay. And I do understand that by coming to the 

13 location, you did not take lightly to that because that 

14 may be a dent on your own performance of duty. I do 

15 understand that. My question is this: Since that 

16 incident have you had any interaction with this officer? 

17 A No. 

18 Q With this security guard? Have you seen this 

19 security guard since that incident? 

20 A Once, driving by. 

21 Q Okay. But have you seen him working at this 

22 store since the incident? 

23 A Just once after the incident, and that's it. 

24 Q Okay. And how long ago was that? 

25 A A while ago, like maybe shortly after the 
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1 

incident, maybe like a week after, a week or a week and a 

2 

half after the incident. 

3 

Q Okay. And I don't want us to stay longer here. 

4 

A Yeah. 

5 

Q But can you give us an estimate in terms of date. 

6 

month, how long ago this incident was? 

7 

A I want to say February — I — I don't remember. 

8 

I don't recall when the incident occurred. It was this 

9 

year. 

10 

Q Okay. But it was earlier this year? 

11 

A Yeah, earlier this year. 

12 

Q But between February and now, you've not had any 

13 

other interaction with the security guard? 

14 

A Actually, it was right after I got into my 

15 

accident, so it was either late February or early March. 

16 

Q Okay. So but since then you haven't had any 

17 

interaction? 

18 

A No. 

19 

Q Now, the other security guard, you've not had any 

20 

issues with him; correct? 

21 

A No. 

22 

MR. NWABUZOR: Okay. Thank you. That's all my 

23 

questions, except if you have any other question, I think 

24 

we are done. 

25 

MS. ROBERTSON: Nothing from me. 
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1 

MR. AGUILERA: I have no questions. 

2 

MR. NWABUZOR: So Madam Court Reporter, we are 

3 

going to do the same stipulation, the same requirement. 

4 

Everything we told you to do the first time, you are going 

5 

to do it. Okay? 

6 

THE REPORTER: Okay. 

7 

MR. NWABUZOR: And on that note, I think we are 

8 

done. 

9 

MR. AGUILERA: Okay. Just give me a second off 

10 

the record. 

11 

MR. NWABUZOR: Okay. 

12 

(Deposition proceeding concluded at 6:32 p.m.) 

13 

-oOo- 
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2 
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